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“Itorero is like a wellspring, a source from which we draw 
wisdom that strengthens the very foundations of our nation. 
Here, you are taught the values of patriotism and selfless 
service. When these lessons are combined with your formal 
education, they help shape you into a complete Rwandan: 
someone prepared to protect and contribute to the progress of 
our country. Our history reminds us of the importance of hard 
work, of safeguarding what we have built, and of protecting 
our people. Those entrusted with this duty are not outsiders, 

they rise from within our own communities.”

H.E Paul KAGAME, President of the Republic of Rwanda
closing the 13th edition of Itorero Indangamirwa.
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1. NATIONAL ITORERO

Itorero is a national civic education program aimed at 
cultivating a spirit of patriotism, heroism, and noble values 
among Rwandans. In his address on 14 November 2007, His 
Excellency the President of the Republic described Itorero in 
these words:

The National Itorero served as a school 
dedicated to cultivating patriotism among 
Rwandans, instilling the values of responsible 
leadership, the pursuit of heroism, integrity, 
unity in problem-solving, and the rejection of 
divisionism, among other noble principles.
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The National Itorero operates at four main levels: village 
communities, schools, workplaces, and special categories. The 
latter undergo their training annually at the National Ubutore 
Development Centre (NUDC) in Nkumba, Burera District.

The training program promotes Rwandan cultural values 
and taboos, strengthens participants’ resilience in the face 
of life’s challenges, and provides knowledge of Rwanda’s 
historical journey and future aspirations. Through this process, 
participants are empowered to engage meaningfully in 
national development and unity-building efforts.
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2. KEY ACHIEVEMENTS

Following the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi, Rwandans 
drew from their cultural heritage to develop civic responsibility 
and seek homegrown solutions to the many challenges the 
country faced. Among the initiatives established was the revival 
of the Itorero ry’Igihugu (National Itorero), through which 
Rwandans gain knowledge about their nation’s history and 
culture and are encouraged to actively participate in national 
development.

The Itorero aligns with Rwanda’s Vision 2050, which aims 
to transform the country from a lower income to a high-
income economy. This transformation is to be achieved 
by promoting values that support economic and social 
development, including self-reliance and sovereignty, dignity, 
unity and national identity, integrity and loyalty, gender 
equality, transparency and freedom, civic participation, good 
governance and accountability, public service engagement, 
innovation, and the pursuit of national stability.

On 16 November 2007, His Excellency President Paul Kagame 
officially launched the National Itorero before both chambers 
of Parliament. In his address, He stated:

We are launching the National Itorero program 
as a uniquely Rwandan initiative rooted in our 
culture. The Itorero was a school for training 
and educating Rwandans to love their country, 
lead it responsibly, strive for heroism, reject 
dishonesty, collaborate in solving problems, 
and avoid divisionism, among other values.
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Additionally, Itorero supports the National Strategy for 
Transformation (NST2: 2024–2029) by contributing to improved 
citizen welfare, promoting Rwandan culture and values as 
foundations for peace and unity, and increasing citizens’ 
participation, volunteerism, and collaboration in national 
development.

The National Itorero was reintroduced in 2007, followed by 
the establishment of the National Itorero Commission under 
Law No. 41/2013 of 16 June 2013. In 2021, Itorero was placed 
under the mandate of the Ministry of National Unity and Civic 
Engagement (MINUBUMWE) through Ministerial Order No. 
21/03 of 21 October 2021.

Key achievements to date include: 

Organization and implementation of National Service 
(Urugerero) for high school graduates

In 2021, the National Itorero was designated as part of 
the mission and responsibilities of MINUBUMWE, as 
stipulated in Ministerial Order No. 21/03 of 21 October 
2021
Organisation of Itorero structure (Ingamba, Isibo, 
Village, schools, institutions, and special categories)

Itorero has enhanced understanding of Rwandan 
history and cultural values, and has promoted national 
unity, social cohesion, and peaceful coexistence among 
Rwandans from all walks of life

Enhancing the functioning of Itorero at local 
administrative levels and establishing its structure from 
the village to the district level

Strengthening the capacity of cell executive secretaries
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3. ITORERO INDANGAMIRWA BACKGROUND

Itorero Indangamirwa program fosters civic education to 
Rwandan youth aged 18-25, including Diaspora, international 
school students in Rwanda and best performers at National 
Service. Established in 2008, Itorero Indangamirwa has 
trained 5,561 young Rwandans across 15 cohorts to date. The 
15th edition of Itorero Indangamirwa took place from 1 July 
to 14 August 2025, at the NUDC, in Nkumba, Burera District, 
Northern province. 

Youth feedback across cohorts affirms that Itorero 
Indangamirwa deepens their understanding of Rwanda’s 
history, instills national values, and inspires patriotism. It equips 
them to serve as informed, and engaged ambassadors of the 
country’s vision.
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4. OBJECTIVES FOR ITORERO INDANGAMIRWA 15

5. PARTICIPANTS FOR ITORERO INDANGAMIRWA 15

The 15th cohort of Itorero Indangamirwa convened 443 youth 
participants, including: 

To instill values and taboos of Rwandan culture 
among the youth

Rwandan students residing or studying abroad

To promote Rwanda’s interests both locally and 
internationally

To build resilience in the face of life’s challenges

To deepen understanding of Rwanda’s history 
and vision, while engaging youth in national 
development.

Graduates from international secondary schools 
within Rwanda

Outstanding youth (Indashyikirwa) from the 
12th cohort of National Service (Urugerero 
rw’Inkomezabigwi) from all 30 districts.

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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Theme 1: Onboarding

Theme 2: The Foundations; Rwandan history and 
cultural values

6.  COVERED SESSIONS

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Session 1: Settling and touring NUDC and Session 2: Self-
reflection and getting to know each other

Session 3: The liberation struggle and campaign to stop the
Genocide against the Tutsi

Eric MAHORO
Permanent Secretary | Ministry of National Unity 
and Civic Engagement

Brig. Gen Ronald RWIVANGA
Spokesperson | Rwanda Defence Force

Eva NISHIMWE
Deputy Managing Director | Rwanda Airports 
Company

Session 4: Ndi Umunyarwanda, the essence of Rwandan 
existence

Brave NGABO
Permanent Secretary | Ministry of Youth and Arts
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Eric MAHORO
Permanent Secretary | Ministry of National Unity 
and Civic Engagement

Session 5: Itorero in the history of Rwanda and its role in 
development

Christian NTWALI
Founder | Our Past Initiative (An NGO that engages 
Rwandan youth through social mobilization to assist 
genocide survivors and other vulnerable people)

Hon. Julienne UWACU
Executive Secretary | Unity Club Intwararumuri

Session 6: The role of national unity in Rwandan history, the 
genesis of genocide ideology, and execution of the Genocide 
against the Tutsi in 1994

Dr. Jean Damascène BIZIMANA 
Minister | Ministry of National Unity and Civic 
Engagement

ITORERO INDANGAMIRWA 15/2025 11



Session 8: Vision 2050 and its implementation

Session 7: Knowing Rwanda

Session 9 : What makes Rwanda work?

Tony KAJANGWE
Permanent Secretary | Ministry of Trade and 
Industry

Hildebrand NIYOMWUNGERI
Mayor | Nyamagabe District

Divin UWAYO 
Director | Radio Rwanda

Solange NISHIMWE 
Content creator 

Tesi RUSAGARA 
Minister of State | Public Investments and 
Resource Mobilization | Ministry of Finance and 
Economic Planning

Theme 3: Governance and development
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Session 10: The impact of  geopolitics on Rwanda

Session 11: Role of the youth in ensuring national security

Yolande MAKOLO
Spokesperson | Government of Rwanda

Aimable HAVUGIYAREMYE
Secretary General | National Intelligence and 
Security Services

Session 12: Healthy mind, healthy vision, healthy country

Nelly MUKAZAYIRE
Minister | Ministry of Sports

Theme 4: The Rwanda we want and the role of the 
youth

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Session 13: Youth role in Rwanda’s transformation

Dr. UTUMATWISHIMA Jean Nepo Abdallah
Minister | Ministry of Youth and Arts

Teta SAMANTHA 
Strategy and Policy Council | Office of the 
President of Rwanda
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Sandrine UWIMBABAZI MAZIYATEKE
Director | Rwanda Community Abroad | Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation

Maj. Diane ISIMBI 
Officer | Rwanda Defence Force

Lt. David NSENGIYUMVA 
Officer | Rwanda Defence Force

Session 14: Pathway to self-reliance; the Kwigira spirit

Session 15: Turinde ejo: Youth and crime in Rwanda

Nathalie MUNYAMPENDA
Chief Executive Officer | Kepler College

CG Felix NAMUHORANYE
Inspector General | Rwanda National Police

Albert MUNYABUGINGO
Co-Founder and CEO | Vuba Vuba Africa LTD

Dr. Thierry B. MURANGIRA
Spokesperson | Rwanda Investigation Bureau
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NTIRENGANYA Emma Claudine
Director General | Communication and 
Education | City of Kigali

Session 16: ICT, Innovation and the creative sector

Session 17: “Rwanda’s North Star; growing sectors”

Paula INGABIRE
Minister | Ministry of ICT and Innovation

Rwego NGARAMBE
Minister of State | Ministry of Sports

Malik SHAFFY
Creative entrepreneur and investor

Theme 5: Education and Innovation

Patrick GATEGABONDO
Chief Operations Officer | IREMBO

Michelle UMURUNGI 	
Chief Investment Officer | Rwanda 
Development Board

ITORERO INDANGAMIRWA 15/2025 15



Rtd Gen James KABAREBE 	
Minister of State | Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Cooperation

Dr. USENGUMUKIZA Félicien 	
Deputy Chief Executive Officer | Rwanda 
Governance Board

Gen. Mubarakh MUGANGA
Chief of Defence Staff | Rwanda Defence Force

Françoise NIYIGENA
Policy Analyst | Office of the Prime Minister

Session 18: Education with purpose: Building the Rwanda we 
want

Session 20: The liberation struggle and the role of youth in 
sustaining Rwanda’s achievements and building a better 
future

Session 19: Character formation and ethics

Session 21: Good governance as a pillar of sustainable 
development and the role of Rwandan youth

Session 22: Pursuit of African solutions to African problems: The 
case of Rwanda’s bilateral interventions in the African continent

Brig. Gen Ronald RWIVANGA
Spokesperson | Rwanda Defence Force
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7.	 PATRIOTISM SESSIONS

Indangamirwa 15 received lessons on patriotism and basic 
military training. Courses in this category included map 
reading, national defense strategies, martial arts, military 
parades, educational site visits to memorials and museums, 
and sustaining national development achievements.
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8. IGITARAMO

9.	 METHODOLOGY

Each evening features Igitaramo, a cultural night dedicated 
to learning about and showcasing Rwandan traditions such 
as singing, dancing, poetry, drumming, and storytelling. It 
is a moment for Intore to deepen their understanding of 
national cultural values and to reflect on how they contribute 
to Rwanda’s transformation.

The sessions were delivered using a blended approach that 
incorporated the following methods:

Lectures: Led by individual speakers providing in-depth 
insights on key topics
Panel Discussions: Featuring multiple panelists offering 
diverse perspectives and expert opinions
Practical Exercises and Group Work: Interactive, hands-on 
activities designed to promote collaboration, problem-solving, 
and critical thinking
Cultural Performances and Entertainment: Artistic 
expressions used to engage participants and reinforce key 
messages in an inspiring and memorable way 
Site visits: to memorials and museums to improve their 
understanding of the national history and Rwanda’s liberation 
and transformation journey.
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10.	KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM INTORE 
INDANGAMIRWA 15

Through Itorero, I have experienced a total 
transformation within myself. I learned 
a great deal about discipline and ethics 
from different panelists, which has left me 
changed. Additionally, through Itorero, I feel 
my lifestyle has improved. I used to do things 
very slowly, but now I am a very good time 
manager; I have learned to do things quickly, 
even walking faster.

The field trips we took to the Liberation 
Museum, the Kigali Genocide Memorial, and 
the Campaign Against Genocide Museum all 
deeply touched me because I gained a deeper 
understanding of Rwanda’s history. Another 
thing I appreciated about Itorero is that I 
learned about the fundamental values of the 
Rwandan culture including unity, patriotism, 
integrity and efficient work.

Joseph IRANKUNDA

Aline 
UWAMBAJIMANA 

I learned many valuable lessons from Itorero, 
and in particular, I learned that there is no 
place like home. Studying outside Rwanda 
is good, but nothing surpasses bringing 
that knowledge back to Rwanda and 
working together with others to build the 
Rwanda we envision for ourselves and for our 
descendants.

Ally Hamis RWEMERA 
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From Itorero Indangamirwa, I realized that by 
embracing our cultural heritage and actively 
participating in community development, we 
can drive positive change and inspire future 
generations. This experience has motivated 
me to contribute meaningfully to Rwanda’s 
progress and to uphold the values of peace and 
solidarity.

Participating in Itorero Indangamirwa helped 
me better understand that all of us, especially 
the youth of Rwanda, must avoid anything that 
could divide us and cause a return to the painful 
history our country has experienced. Instead, 
we should dedicate ourselves to Rwanda’s 
development and strive for self-reliance so that 
we can achieve Vision 2050.

I have learned many lessons from Itorero, and 
it is now up to us, Rwandan youth at home and 
abroad, to embrace these lessons, uphold our 
culture, and promote unity. By doing so, we will 
work together harmoniously and inspire others 
to recognize and respect Rwanda through our 
positive actions.

Josephine 
BARAKAGWIRA 

CYIZERE 

Irené Ihingizwe 
SHYAKA 

Josiane MUHORAKEYE
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Before attending Itorero Indangamirwa, I was 
a person who did not work on time, lacked 
the passion to fight for my dreams, did not 
know how to fight for the common good, 
was unaware of my country’s history, and was 
quite lazy. Now, everything has changed and 
become new. I am a person characterized 
by good manners, punctuality, determined 
to achieve the goals I set, and committed 
to working for the common good before 
thinking about myself.

From Itorero Indangamirwa, we did not only 
learn discipline; we embraced the values of 
resilience, integrity, and patriotism, values that 
shape true leaders. 

Desiré NIYOMUGABO

NDUTIYE Gad Christian

The most powerful weapon for Rwanda’s 
sustainable development is having young 
people who fully understand the unity of 
Rwandans, the self-reliance of our nation, and 
the best ways to defend it. This is achieved 
through the key pillar of Itorero, which 
shapes one into a Rwandan who embodies 
the ideals of the nation.

GIFT Bonfils
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Some of the lessons I learned from Itorero 
include working as a team to achieve a common 
goal, making the most of every opportunity, 
avoiding negligence, and acquiring military 
skills such as martial arts, parade, and map 
reading. I have also learned the importance of 
humility and maintaining the right mindset.

Itorero is indeed a place to learn and be shaped. 
The main lesson I learned, one that will remain 
memorable to me, can be summed up in this 
sentence: “Being in the right place at the right 
time, doing the right thing”.

Itorero has been a foundation that strengthens 
the roof of my life, especially in building the 
bright future we desire. I have learned that 
discipline + hard work – laziness = success. 
My goal now is to put this into practice, and to 
continue protecting, building, and preserving 
the bright future we aspire to.

Safari Alain Rukundo

Kabanyana Francine

Ngabo Bruno
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No one will ever come to fight for our country. 
We must remember that, as Rwandans, 
we are one; therefore, we should unite our 
efforts to develop, build, and defend our 
nation together.

I wish all Rwandan youth could attend Itorero 
and learn these invaluable lifelong lessons. A 
memorable highlight for me was the discussion 
with RDF Spokesperson Brig. Gen. Ronald 
Rwivanga, who reminded us that the Inkotanyi 
who fought selflessly to liberate our country 
were as young as we are. His message inspires 
us to prove that “impossible” exists only in weak 
minds, and that we are strong.

Keza Evelyne Ruzibiza

Ikirenga Prince

Attending Itorero Indangamirwa has truly 
been one of the best decisions I have ever 
made. It is a space for deep reflection. I was 
encouraged to critically think about my 
purpose and vision for my future. I am now a 
better version of myself.

Shema Divin
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11.	THE FACES OF INDANGAMIRWA COHORT 15

Platoon 1 A coy ALPHA COMPANY

AKIMANA ROSINE
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Olgan
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ISINGIZWE SHYAKA 
Irené

IRAKOZE DianeInnocent Charles 
Mugabe

Ineza Teta JessicaHorn Barbara
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Diane

HABAGUHIRWA JEAN 
MARIE
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Brianna
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Gisa Buzizi Terrell

NIYONKURU 
Jeannette

RWANGOGA MITAKO 
Francois

Uwineza Marie Louise

AHISHAKIYE NAOME

DUSINGIZIMANA Aime 
Serge

Habinshuti Sylvin

NIZEYIMANA Gad

Shema Beshem Anael

UWITEKAZABE 
ASOUMPTA

AKIMANA RAMECK

DUSINGIZIMANA 
Pacifique

HAKIZIMANA Marcel

Nshuti Jonah Kamanzi

TUYISHIME Pasteur

Zeta Mwiza 
Rudakemwa

AKINGENEYE Marie 
Isabelle

Enzo Rudaseswa

HOPE Jennifer

NYIRANEZA Emelyne

TUYISHIMIRE Florence

BAMPIRE Naome

Gatari Yvanna

IHORINDENGERA 
Fidele

Platoon 1 C coyCHARLIE COMPANY



Ihundo Kelia

Kwizera Cedrique

Mutsinzi Yannis

Niyokwizerwa Egide

Nubahimana Enock

TUYISHIME Marie 
Therese

UWASE DIVINE

IKIRENGA Prince

MAHORO Honorine

MUTUYEYEZU Marie 
Claire

NIYOMUGABO 
Evariste

NYIRAMIGISHA 
Sandrine

TWAYIGIZE VALENS

UWIREBERA Alliance

KABANYANA 
FRANCINE

MANIRAHARI Esther

MWIZERWA Carine

Nshuti Manasse

Rukundo Safari Alain

UKWIBISHAKA FIDELE

UZAMURERA Vanessa

Kagabo Urujeni Nikita 
Jade

MUGISHA Sheryl 
Ishimwe

NDAYISABA Davide

Nshuti Mutavu 
Letoussa Laban

Rutayisire Zaninka 
Dorra

UMUHOZA Alphonsine

DUKUZIMANA Jean 
Paul

KAGAME Araphat

Mukwiye Christian

NGIRIMANA SOLANGE

NTAGANIRA KWIZERA 
Jessy

SHINGIRO MELVIN 
NGANJI

UMWIZERWA 
Christian



BAHATI Kenza 
Ashimwe

Ethan NGABO 
RUTABINGWA

IHIMBAZWE Japheth

ISHIMWE GASARO 
KERSEY

KWIZERA Gad

MUGIRISHIMWE 
Geancelique

MUVUNYI Ariel salem

BANINEZA ELIVE

GANZA Tyron

IMENA NKUSI Mickel

Kanyana Anitha

Maureen Tuyitetere 
Nshimiyimana

MUJAWIMANA 
Epiphanie

Natamba Profidie

Cedric Senga

GASANGAGE Hamada

Ineza Nia Gakwandi

Kayihura Jed

MBONYUWONTUMA 
BERTIN

MUKESHIMANA Olive

NIWEMUTIMURA 
DIVINE

Donell Jones Ssali

Georgia Mugisha

Ineza Princesse Lassa 
Raissa

Kayitesi Kazura Leslie

MFITUMUKIZA 
Jacques

MUSIRIZA OSMAN

NKESHIMANA 
NICOLAS NASRI

DUSENGIMANA 
Emmanuel

Gisa Mugisha Romie 
Wym

ISHIMWE Claude

Kaze Alizee Karuretwa

Mihigo Uwera Rita 
Tess

MUTUYIMANA Clarisse

Ntazinda Iriza Lilia

Platoon 2 C coy



NYIRAMANA Adeline

Shyaka Rubyogo Ryan

UWAYO Thierry

BAGIRIGOMWA 
Placide

GIFT Bonfils

HIRWA UCYEYE 
ORNELLA

NZAYITURIKI Emille

SIBOBUGINGO 
EZECHIEL

UWIDUHAYE 
HALLELLUIAH

BAHATI Kiara Kirezi

HABAMAHIRWE 
Emmanuel

IDUKOMEZE GAD 
PATRICK

Rugamba Fabius Ariel 
Imena

Tamara Nkwibonere

UWITUZE Sandrine

Cedrick Ishimwe 
Nabahungu

HABIMANA Juvenal

IKIBASUMBA JUDITH

Rurangwa Erwin

TUYIZERE Jeanne

Uwase Channel

Dusine Ntare Nathan 
Erwin

Habineza Nestor

INGABIRE Diane

SANO SHEMA Bless

UMUHIRE Olivier

Ela Karitanyi 
Kanakuze

HINDURA Cyusa Jessy

IRAKOZE PLACIDIE

Platoon 3 C coy



ISHIMWE Musafiri Joel

Kevin Kayihura

Landry Taratibu

MUSHIMIYIMANA 
LOUISE

NIYONKURU Naome

TUYIZERE Benjamin

ISHIMWE Peace 
Innocente

KEZA ALANA GATARE

Manishimwe Renatha

MUTABAZI  AIMABLE

NSENGIYUMVA 
Emmanuel

SIBOMANA FLORENT

UWAJENEZA Nancy

Jamie Ngamije

Keza Sangano Etia

Maya Ineza Masozera

MUTSINDASHYAKA 
Protais

Owen Kayigamba

Sunia Umutesi

UWIMANA Chantal

Jayden Rutikanga 
Mpano

KWIZERA Aime 
Mandera

Mugabe Enock

MUTUYIMANA Olive

SHAMI KALISA BENISE

Teta Gloria

Uwimana Sandrine

Jonathan 
Nsengiyumva

Kwizera Mabano Dave

NYIRAMANA Adeline

Ngarambe Ntwari 
King David

Shema Kagaba 
Wesley

Tuyishime Mediatrice

Victoria Ishami 
Murekatete

WIZEYE BRIAN 
COLLINS
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