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  HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE
Kigali
27th January 2022


[bookmark: _GoBack]Excellencies Ambassadors of Germany and Israel to the Republic of Rwanda;
Distinguished Guests, in your respective dignity 
Dear participants;

On behalf of the Government of Rwanda, I express to the Holocaust survivors, their families and friends my deep solidarity and empathy in the memory of the victims. The Rwandan Government is by your side to remember this horrible event and pay respect with you in memory of the victims. 
Since November 1, 2005, the United Nations General Assembly has chosen the annual date of January 27 as a day of remembrance of the Auschwitz-Birkenau extermination camp liberation by the Allies in 1945 and organizes the international day dedicated to the memory of the Holocaust victims. Let us recall that more than one million and one hundred thousand Jews perished in extermination camp of Auschwitz due to evil conditions.
Thank you for organising this remembrance day at Kigali Memorial; it is a collective opportunity to reflect on the Shoah and other genocides and to recall the deep values ​​upon which humanity was created  and which the Holocaust has violently humiliated.
Holocaust memory is a historical necessity which the entire humanity must remember in order to recall its cruelty, to inform young generations about its gravity as well as the danger of Holocaust denial which is the continuation of Holocaust in another form.

A moment like this is a special opportunity to restore life to humanity disgraced by the Holocaust and more particularly to speak to the youth of this generation who have not experienced this undescribable tragedy and to make them aware of the dangers of intolerance and hatred ideology which precedes the perpetration of any genocide.
It is also an opportunity to challenge the young generation to commit themselves against racial and ethnic stereotypes and to mobilize them to work towards unity and peace in order to build a calm and peaceful world.
The accompanying testimonies to the remembrance of Holocaust help us to remember that there were times in recent history; during the Holocaust, between 1940 and 1945, and during the genocide committed against the Tutsi in 1994 when a human being committed the irreparable by exterminating their fellow human beings, sparing neither babies and infants, nor sick people on hospital beds or those who have taken refuge in synagogues and worship places. This is genocide, an indescribable crime.
The  Holocaust commemoration reminds us that we have a duty to the younger generations of the world. These young people should know the past to enable them do everything possible to use Holocaust lessons to fight against the perpetration of other genocides and to join their efforts to fight against its denial.
This is important because the history often shows that without day-to-day attention, tragedies of the Holocaust magnitude are capable of reoccurring all over the world.
Let us remember that in 1945, the United Nations had instituted a Charter aimed at preventing any other genocide. Three years later, in 1948, the United Nations adopted the Convention for the Prevention and Punishment of genocide which aimed at preventing any genocide. A year later, in 1949, the United Nations adopted a series of international conventions, the Geneva Conventions, which regulate armed conflicts.
This legal undertaking was not enough to prevent the world from experiencing other genocides after the Holocaust, as evidenced by the events that occurred in the former Yugoslavia in 1993 and in Rwanda in 1994, to cite only these two cases among the more serious that marked the end of the 20th century.
This to say that the end of Holocaust and the extermination of more than six million Jews was not enough to give needed peace and stability to the world. There is still a failure of the international community in the prevention and punishment of genocides and other serious crimes defined by international law.
In order to overcome this flaw, regular cooperation is needed from all States to continue the memory of the Holocaust by repressing the perpetrators of genocide wherever they are on one hand, and on the other hand, by putting in place, in each State, laws which repress Holocaust denial.
Holocaust denial and denial of any other genocide must not be tolerated. Denial is not an opinion, it is a crime that must be punished by law wherever it occurs. Denial is a new form of genocide. French historian Pierre Vidal Naquet puts it correctly when he notes that denial is an attempt of  extermination on paper that relays the actual extermination.
In this area, Rwanda gives great importance to the memory of the Holocaust. Within our memorial sites, the Holocaust is explained to visitors. In school curricula, young Rwandans learn about the history of the Holocaust. At the research level, Rwanda promotes exchange programs with Holocaust history institutes and sends Rwandans to visit Holocaust museums around the world. There is also students and teachers exchange program and a partnership between Rwandan and Jewish associations in different countries which fight for the memory of the Holocaust and the genocide of the Tutsi.
At the penal level, Rwandan legislation punishes both genocide and the denial of any genocide recognised by the United Nations or by an international tribunal. This means that anyone who dares to deny the reality of the Holocaust on Rwandan territory, would be liable to criminal prosecution.

Excellencies Ambassadors;
Dear participants;

Through participation in the Holocaust commemoration, Rwanda reaffirms its unwavering commitment to fight against anti semitism, racism and other forms of hate ideology that can lead to targeted extermination of a group. 

Rwanda, as a State that experienced genocide, we understand the seriousness of the Holocaust as much as you do. The Shoah is a crime that deeply affects our country and we have a duty of sympathy.

We have a collective responsibility to commemorate together and to treat the consequences of the Holocaust and of the genocide committed against the Tutsi in solidarity. Particularly through the treatment of residual traumas, through the organization of memory policies, preservation of historical sites, and in promoting education and research.
 
This responsibility involves raising awareness of the causes, consequences and dynamics of these crimes in order to reinforce young people’s resilience vis-à-vis hatred ideologies.

I conclude by reiterating once again my solidarity with the victims of the Holocaust, the survivors as well as with the States of Israel and Germany which unite their efforts to commemorate the Holocaust together, and to draw humanity lessons for the future.

The Rwandan Government will always be at your side to ensure that Never Again is forever a reality of all times.


Thank you.
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